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Ready for Spring?! 
 
Spring is springing! Trees alive with color. Flowers everywhere. The air alive with allergens! 
 
Unfortunately, there’s a downside to this time of year. Besides allergies, it’s a sign of impending 
thunderstorms. While they can bring much needed relief at times, they can fry your computers and 
other equipment unless you take precautions. They can also often knock out power which tends to 
make it hard for computers to keep operating. Here are some ideas to get your systems ready for 
spring and the coming challenges. 
 
First, a power surge strip is more than a convenient way to plug in lots of things into one outlet. It 
protects your system from the abnormal fluctuations of power. That means you want a high-quality 
surge strip that can handle the number of electrical devices you’re plugging into it and a heavy surge 
from a nearby lightning strike. But since nothing will protect from a direct lightning strike, be sure 
you have a current backup (that’s been tested so you’re sure it will work when you need it). 
 
Second, have a UPS (uninterruptible power supply) for all of your critical systems (I actually 
recommend them for all systems). Depending on the model, these will give you at least a few 
minutes to save your work, close your applications and shut down your computer safely. Besides 
protecting your data, it protects your hardware from sudden power loss. 
 
Now is a good time to test each UPS. Simply unplug it and see if it works (save first!). All batteries 
eventually die so you really do need to test it. There are other tests you can do to make sure your 
system is ready for a crisis.  
 
Third, it might be a good time to do some spring cleaning. When was the last time you moved your 
computer and dusted around it? Have you had the inside cleaned? If your computer is a couple of 
years old, chances are there’s a lot of dust accumulated inside and out. That power supply sucks in 
more than clean air. But, don’t just open the case and start vacuuming. There are safe ways to do 
this. 
 
Finally, is everything in working order? Have things begun to slow down? Do you need to upgrade 
any hardware or software? This is a good time to take stock of what hardware and software you 
have. Also, look at the capabilities you have now with your systems. Are there ways you could be 
making better use of the technology you already have? Are there things you’d like to do but your 
current system just doesn’t provide the resources? 
 
Remember, the purpose of technology is to help you be more efficient and effective in your 
business. Make sure you’re getting the most benefit from the investment you’ve made, and that 
investment is there when you need it. 


